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Vv olume vi. ere | 


| Charé r and Dontbelieve 
Engage i in Friendly Discussion 


Arranged by Rev. Henry Meyer, Batavia, Ohio. 
(Continued from | from . last week) 


| “Well, Mr. Churchgoer,” said Mr. Déathalteve as with Mr. Scoffer he 
- entered his friend’s house, “since this is the last time we shall meet this year, 
- gnd since it would be impossible for you, in one evening’s play, to make the 
series even, I suggest that we let chess rest for the year.” 
“The new world series may then begin, all the more appropriately with 
the new year,” continued Mr, Scoffer. “Let us begin by recounting the in- 
‘teresting experiment Mr. Dontbelieve and I made regarding the theory of 
chance in the creation of the world.” 
MR. CHURCUHGOER: “If you used your higher mathematics in the ex- 
periment you must have arrived at some definite conclusion.” 
MR. DONTBELIEVE: “Well, we used simple arithmetic. 
ing more authors who extolled chance, we resolved to do a little figuring. We 
took the sixteen black figures used in playing chess, and we asked ourselves: 
What chance would one, ignorant of chess, have of setting those sixteen 
figures in their proper positions? Suppose I should tell my daughter to ar- 


range the black figures of the chess-board, how many chances should I have | 


to give her, before I could expect to find them in proper shape?” 
MR. SCOFFER: “Let me repeat the experiment. 


a, b, ¢,—b, a, C;—C, &, b,—a, c, b,—b, C, a,—t, b, a. 
times three times two, or twenty-four; and so on. 


The four first have four 
So that the sixteen have 


sixteen times fifteen times fourteen times thirteen times twelve, etc., down to. | 


two times two, Would you venture a guess on the result?” 
MR. CHURCHGOER: “No; but I am sure it is very high—over a bil- 
n 9 
MR. DONTBELIEVE: “Indeed it is over sixteen billion! 
Seoffer brought in his hobby and spoke on bees. 


of chance producing even one part of one living being is minus zero. 


actually exist.” 
MR. CHURCHGOER: 


“Tt is, therefore, unnecessary to consider inani- 


mate life, or the existence of other worlds, for example, Prof. Young’s esti- | 
mate that there are at least a hundred million stars that can be seen with the. 


large telescope in California.” 
MR. SCOFFER: 
I again call upon Whittier for its obituary: 


“The wave is breaking on the shore, the echo fading from the chime— 
Again the shadow moveth o’er, the dial-plate of time.” 


MR. CHURCHGOER: “So then, Requiescat! What will be the next 
theory to Want our services for the wake?” 

MR. SCOFFER: “I think you will find the others are not even in a 
trance. They are full of life. How about this from Nietsche who popularized 
the “superman’?—-‘We want the superman to live. God is dead. 
gods I want to be one myself. Who shall say me nay’:” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: 
we must look across the water. 
terialists mentioned oftener in our talks, I realize with delight that they are 
at least not as serious about their sophisms. Answering Nietsche: If there 
be millic I want to be one myself; but I can’t be one, therefore there 
is none!” 

MR. SCOFFER: “That scarcely needs any mathematics. But how about 
this? To you the eternal God is mysterious and inexplicable. You cannot 
grasp Him. To me the world is unexplainable and full of mystery. Each 
has his mystery, let each take his choice. 

MR. CHURCHGOER: 
tradiction. A world without a God is an effect without a cause, an absolute 
contradiction. But the existence of a Creator is neither contradictory nor 
mysterious. It is a proven truth as we saw.” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “But you admit there are mysteries in God?” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: “Certainly; we shall come to them later on. 
God’s existence is no mystery, it is really the simplest truth we know. There 
are mysteries in the world, as there are in every seed, every grain of sand, 
every ray of light; but does that make you deny the existence of the world?” 

MR. SCOFFER: “Well, it is getting late. 
make our New Year’s resolutions. I am not much too early to wish you both 
a Happy New Year!” 

MR. CHURCHGOER: 
heathens.” 

MR. DONTBELIEVE: “Let me put the thought in the form of the old 
rhyme. I hope the New Year will 

“Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 


(To be continued ) 


What we Spend F oolishly 
and What we Give to Church 


. 
—— 


~ee 


” 


“If we were to place side by side our more upon passing pleasures.’ 
pleasure account and our church ac- Lutheran. 
count, we would find that the world 
puts by far the heaviest tax upon our 
purse, The world has no penny re- 
sorts, the playhouse has no penny 
seats, the soda-fountain has no penny! 
glasses, the street. cars no penny | 
rates. We must not forget, however, 
that there are people who forego all, 


“RELIGION NOT COSTING 
ENOUGH.” 
“Movies” and Dissipations Take 
Heavy Toll, Minister Says. 


New York, April 10.—‘*New York 


the pleasure of these world-places; spends a million dollars a day in dis- 


and when they make the penny offer- sipation and the Nation 500 million a. 


ing at the church service, we cannot year for moving pictures, but our re- 
It ligion is not costing us enough,” de- | 


but praise them for the sacrifice. 
is the people who spend lavishly on ‘clared the Rev. W. A. R. Goodwin of 
world pleasures and rob the Church Rochester, N. Y., at the New York, 


that they may do it, of whom there is convention of the Laymen’s Mission-| 


God bless the. ary Movement here tonight. 

“We give to God a part of what we 
have left, after we have amply pro- 
pvides stad asinine 


ground for complaint. 
poor who make sacrifices for their 
chureh, but pity the rich who sacrifice | 
the chureh that boned may: spend rand > 


Such a Person is Not 
| hy the Name Catholic 


Ceewniet. Eng.) ee help on the elementary school by 

‘that results from contributing, by seeing that every 
} the Catholic Church ‘child attends, and sometimes by shar- 
e|ing in the management and the col- 
lecting. Provision for orphans, for 
workhouse children and for youthful 
| offenders is of the most absolute neces- 
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After read- 


Call the figures a, b, | 
c, d, ete., taking all the letters down to q, the seventeenth. The first‘two have | 
two possibilities, a, b, and b, a. The first three have three times two thus: | 


Then Mr:) 
The bee, he says has five | 
eyes, two of them called composite eyes. His book on bees quoted a bee au-| 
thority, Cheshire, to the effect that a single composite eye of a drone is made | 
up of no less than 13,900 facets, each of them six-sided. That number is too | 
large for us to examine with the mathematical accuracy we applied to the) 
chess figures; and when you remember that the eye is only a small part of | 
the bee, and the bee only a small insect—well, mathematically the possibility | 
The 
thought is staggering when we apply it to all the different forms of life that |- 


“So we both agreed to let chance go with the old year. | 


Whilst I should like to hear American ma- | 


Protestant Laymen Writes F orcibly 
on the Question of Church Support 


“No, you have no mystery, you have a plain con- | 


But | 


We all need a little time to | 


“May it indeed be a new year—especially for you | 
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“It is certainly true that for popular fool theories | 
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definite proportion of my income fo’ 
God and His work in the world? 

| The first and very much the most 
‘important reason is, because 
God's law, and the second, because you 
|thereby promote your spiritual and 
| temporal interests. In short, it 
—-pays in the highest and bes 
of the word; pays in spirK.al bles: 
ings, pays in temporal prosperity. 

I am afraid | cannot afford it. 

It is natural that you should name 
this objection first, as it is the chief 
‘obstacle with nearly all Chr 
But you can. If you will try it you 
|will keep it up, because you will find 
‘that you cannot afford not to de it 
‘I mean in dollars and cents. Your ob- 
ijection is from the temporal stand- 
‘point and so is the reply. Did you 
| ever try it? Ever know a business 
man, professional man, farmer, 
‘worker for wages who had tried it and 
was not more than satisfied with the 
‘results? Thousands, tens of thou- 
sands of laymen in the United States 
‘and other countries are doing it and 
ihave been for years. 
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Is it net wrong to appeal to my love 
‘of gain in this matter? 
| Do you not pray for God’s blessmer 
= your temporal affairs? Do you 
keep your business, or daily labor, or 
|your profession separate from yous 
| religion ? Don’t you work for gain? 
Gain, that you may care for those you 
‘love and those who are dependent up- 
‘on you? Gain, that you may train 
‘and educate them in the best manner 
‘possible? Gain, that you may give 
i them every advantage within your 
power? Gain, that you may do much 
more than this: that you may have to 
give and do for others; that you may 
the more liberally aid and support 
those who give themselves to charit- 
able, benevolent and Christian work; 
that you may give more for the spread: 
of Christ’s Kingdom in the earth? Is! 
it wrong to pray for temporal pros- 
»perity with these objects in view? 
| But are there no higher motives? 
Plenty of them. Your minister 
doubtless appeals to them at almost 


side of the question we are talking 


missionaries. We may have to work 
hard and constantly to make ends’ 


to others, do we not? 
it. in practical recognition of the’ 


we owe all we have or possibly can 
have. 


. is meant your 
ectecggctant da officials, your mis- 


te paat eater nace. wap eeeaateg a 


‘and Jewish ritual law only, and hence 


Chal 


Not ghall 
‘been, and it was at least twenty yeare 
‘after this 
the Levites, his 


jteronomy, 
| These 
‘Titual, 
economy, 
-Terumoth,” 
‘pire and never will, 
every service. But it is the temporal 
tithing? 
about—the practical side to you and 
‘me. You and I are laymen, not minis-| Pharisees, 
tera; we don't preach; we are not! Mercy and Faith: 


meet, and care for our households and | you find in His teachings any stronger 
loved ones. Yet we owe something language than this regarding the ob- 
Something to’ servance of the law of the Sabbath? 


fact that to Him directly or indirectly’ 


But we cannot possibly pay what we of the Tithe? 
pay it through | 


lother Jews, who did not need teaching 
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By a“tiaymen. ~ajamnaithat subiect-exeept in-tho-dine of) 
‘reproof for their of 
form rather than of 


laws, 


— ntow 


observance 
, in hi ort; Divdnch « every man the 
devoted to building up 
Kingdom and depending for 
upon the contribations of 


stians and benevolent people 


sionarie 
or institution 
Christ's 
support 
Chi 
How much do we owe? 
God says one-tenth, the tith 
He should know. 
That you now 
i to some one else before it 
will belong to 
but 


aTe? Acc 


apirit both 

De you mean to say that [| should 
expect greater temporal prosperity if 
| scrupulously 
my income 
apread of Christ's 
earth and that the remaining 
tenths will go further in the 
of those dependent on me 


devote -tenth of 
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one 
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Kingdom in 
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‘should try to keep all for my own use? 
Yes That 

| plain English, 

ask that you | 
that you! 
He does ask. | 
“ul for 


constant, 


rOngse than 
afri- 
leave. it, in 
you 

(;od does not 
at 
others, 
for your sake, 
for 
nition of His ownership 
stewardship. Whether 
fact or not, you 
the entire amount, 
nother, 

ili He lends you. 
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Was not the tithe paying a Mosaic of “inerpanae’”’ ; 


hax it 


income, 
. belong to God in « 
abolished by Christ? 

No; no more than 
braham paid 
hefore Moses WW 


‘and while we can 
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ly and financially, all t} 
patriarchs. So did Tithing 
the Egyptians, the wnition of Go 
: fact, ail the nations 
antiquity to the 
years before the J: 
No fact. in rent 
history is better established than this. 
In. giving the law te Moses the 
nention of the tithe the simple 
statement, “The tithe is the Lord’s.” 
is, as it always has 
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Instead 
God 
ministers, 
‘supported from it, 
‘before the tithes mentioned 
22-29, were 
clearly . national 
and expired with the 
but the law of the 
God's Tithe, did 


before directed that favors 
should wealth 
it was still lonver word 
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in to receive,’ 

De not the promises of 
the Bible tor the payment of tenth 
of hack to God refer 
spiritual pronmnge? 
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The third ch 
Maiachi is perhaps the pl 

jible on this subject 

to Judgment, fally and see if you 

“These ought ye ‘© meaning into promises 

vhave done and not to (referring LO) blessings only. 

‘tithing) leave the other undone.” My belief ix that Ged in 


temporal as well as in spiritual things 
thease who honor Him by setting apart 
a stated portion of their income to His 
service. I have never known an ex- 
ception. Have you? 

I now ask the same question of you 
It is more than probable that amore 
your acquaintances are some who 
make this the rule of their lives and 
that you know how their prosperity 
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-. (Comtieved on Page Four) 


Did Christ temmend the law of 
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poral blessings. 


Emphatically, yes. He said to the: 


referring 


Can hleaséen 


Can you find any so strong? 

Is there any reason why our Savior 
did not mere strongly commend the 
law of the Sabbath as well as the law 


So far as the records show, He 
never spoke of the Sabbath or the 
Tithe, except to the Pharisees and 


lo 


THE CATHOLIC SLACKER. 


slacker? 


> 


‘moment’s thought to an honest an- | 
| sw er to his question. . 
In a broad sense a slacker is one. 


who is: slow in the performance of 


willingly and only under compulsion. 
As used since the outbreak of the war, 
a slacker is one who, though not con- 
victed of downricht treason or disloy- 


picks flaws in the administration, 
criticizes and censures the President, | 


' peril, 
‘citizen, he desires 


duty, or one who does his work un-| 


and is backward in lending his hand | materialistic ideas, 
or his purse to the nation in time of | them, 


““Slackers’’ in Charch 
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Are you a loyal Catholic or a bership among the hierartigi 
So writes a priest, and it| or the laity. 
were well for every one to devote a | ‘wrong in multitudinous ways ; 


doctrines, practices and sani of th 
Church and the conduct of its ments 


The Church, to t 


many things might be rem ai 
‘they had a voice in the matter. 
the Pope only called a council er 
Church and summoned them in ¢ 
sultation he would learn much to 1 
advantage. 

The trouble with Catholics of € 
sort is that they are wo | 


‘have associated so much with 
alty, finds.fault with the government,! who have no real concept of v9 


or things spiritual that they have t 
_come pretty thoroughly saturated 1 


The Church, 
is not a Divine institution @ 


He wants to be an American tablished to save men’s souls, b 

the protection of; rather an important social organ 
the American flag, he refuses to be- ‘tion founded for the welfare of ‘ton 
come an alien, but is unwilling to! ciety, 
‘make a personal sacrifice unless au- should 


and, this being the case, it : 
adapt itself more to present 


thority or popular opinion compe! him | needs and make concessions from 


_to-—-that is what is meant by the term 


to time, According to their view, 


‘slacker. There is hardly any occasion! Church belongs to an effete past 
to remark that all whole-hearted, loyal' has had a wonderful history and” 


‘Americans look upon this type of 
citizenship with disdain and contempt. 


Don’t Confuse Terms. 
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rather antiquated for this enli ! 
The Church would make itself « 
much more popular by riding with the 
current of today instead of against 
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hardened criminal, but they should) 
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CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK. 
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‘we have, and to rejoice in our neigh- 
bor’s welfare. 

To be satisfied with one’s lot is the 
surest méans of happiness upon earth. 
God wishes man to be happy and He 
His Commandments to enable) 
to possess this peace of mind) 
h brings contentment. 


4th of Advent. 
Vigil—Fast Day—5st. 
phinus 
Christmas. 
. St. Stephen, First Martyr. 
. St. John, Evangelist. 
Holy Innocents. 
St. Thomas a Beck 
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'BIBLE AND ‘CHURCH 
Cathechetically Arranged. 
(Reprinted, with permission of the) 
john Murphy Co., from a little book | 
nder the above title) | 
Q. What did Juda do sane 
he heard this? 

A. He drew near to Joseph | 
and told him how much it had’ 
cost his aged father to part with 
Benjamin, how he had pledged. 
rist ? lhimself for the return of the: 
and Mary|hoy, that if they went back with-| 
out him, it would kill their’ 
father, and he offered himself in| 
‘his place. 
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Learn the Answers to 
the Questions which fol- 
low; also learn the mean- 
ing of terms frequent!y 
used in connection with 
our religion. 
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What was the condit ion of the 
world at the birth of Ch 

Why did 
journey to Bethlehem? 

How did God make Ienown to 
man the birth of the Savior? 

Who first came to adore the) Q. How 
infant Jesus? ‘Joseph? 

What gifts did the Magi offer, A. We could no longer re- 
to Him? strain himself, and, bursting in-| 
to tears, he said: “I am your! 
‘brother Joseph.” | 

Q. - What did they say? 

A. They could not artSwer'| 
‘him, 
he spoke kindly to them, assur- 
‘Ing them that all they had done 


Joseph 


did this  affect| 
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Answers of Baltimore Cate- 
chism Clearly Explained. 
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Are impure thoughts and desires al- 
ways sins? 
Impure thoughts and desires are al- ' 


ways sins, unless they displease us 
and we try to banish them. ito him had been directed by God. 


Our displeasure because of such | Q. What message did Joseph 


PARENTS ARE 


| | Christmas candles. 


so great was their fear, but | 


temptations is an indication of our send his father? 
love for| God. We must hate sin,, A. To hasten down to Egypt, | 
hence we must hate the temptation to | for there were yet five years of | 
sin, An earnest prayer to the Savior, 
the Rewarder of Chastity, is a aure 
antidote to these temptations, 
What is the tenth Catania? | 
The tenth Commandment is: Thot | 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods. | 
As in the ninth Commandment, so terested write immediately to Franklin | 
in the tenth, God protects us against | ang itute, Dept. K 184, Rochester, N, 
the evil inclinations of our hearts. He| * ys free list of positions now. open. | 
tells us that it is wrong to yearn, un- 
lawfully, for the things that belong |, . SET OF a BOOKS $1. 00. 
té others. c it vat ‘orlalle im Socialism, Why Birth Contro, 
What are we commanded by the | Moa sot T 6. Fy Seen 3 RAE Con, Ao AeOeen 
tenth Commandment? | ANTH- SOCIALIST PRESS. L117 W 132nd St., New York. 
By the tenth Commandment we are 
commanded to be content with what 
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Blessed Sacrament “anid they Wend at 


af the street to join the belligerents, G 


When the patter of their feet had 

BA died away, r Casey, by a gesture, 

Se i told his companion to listen to the 
low sweet voice of a young mother 
who knelt a short distance in front of 


ae 


Sak 


them explaining the meaning of the 
crib to her child. The child, a sturdy 
little fellow of three or four, was 
i standing on the kneeling bench beside 
her with his plump chin in his hands. 
The interest with which he listéned to 
‘his mother’s simple explanation and 
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‘the eagerness with which he asked |» 


| question after question, without once 
| taking his eyes off the statues, showed 
| how deeply his childish imagination 


wi 
had been impressed with the story of | fr 


the first Christmas night. 

| Father Ca and his companion 
turned and walked down the aisle. A 
car had just stopped at the corner, and 
| several of the passengers, returning 
from their day’s work, had alighted 
‘and were hurrying into the church to 
imake a little visit to the crib. Mr. 
'Blaberfield noticed among them sever- 


of 
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al men about his own age, and he 
‘found himself envying them at. the 
‘thought that the crib would recall to 
their minds scenes from their own 
early childhood like ‘those which he 
had. just witnessed. The moment he 
had set his foot outside the door, the 
priest wheeled and faced him. 
“There, sir, is food for thought for 
you. You, as a child, knew little of 
|the great truths of faith, because 
Protestantism spoke only to your in- 


J tellect, and spoke in dry, lifeless texts 
CAREFUL WITH CHRISTMAS which your childish mind coyjd not 


TREES AND MATCHES. 
grasp. ‘Jerry’ Fiynn, at nine years, 


Every years many children wey pew atte these truths better than 
burned to death in fires started b | shesey a meh of forty, because the 
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FAMILY HAND BOOK 
R. Willman, M.D, 4) 

Pee ign title of » text book just tssued which 

is to supply a long-felt want. ; 

the fandamentals of the human race; 

A terest to those a 
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can ‘ 
TO BE HAD FROM the AUTHOR 
301 North llth Street, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
Price: $3.00 Postpaid. 
A Met — Curtetmas or Wedding Present. 


‘has been issued for Christmas. If you 
follow these instructions there should | intellect alone, but ingellect, heart, and 
imagination—she speaks to all three’ 


ibe no dismay or sorrow in the house 
Christmas day. They are as follows: and thus reaches the whole man. Per- | 
haps now, sir, religious pomp and| 


DO NOT decorate your Christmas 
pictures, and sym- 


tree with paper, cotton or any other 

inflammable material. Use metallic ‘ceremony, statues, 

tinsel and other non- -inflammable | boils, which the Catholic Church uses 
decorations only, and set the tree | to speak to her children, and which 
securely, so that the children in reach- | 'Protestantism eondemns, do not ap- 


DO NOT use candles for Christmas ‘pear so useless and silly as they did,” 
‘tree lighting if you can avoid it. In-| “I must admit, Father Casey, that 
'candescent lights are less hazardous. / they do not.” 

DO NOT use cotton to represent | “And another thing you must ad- 
snow. If you must have snow, use/mit,’Mr. Blaberfield, if you accept the 


‘over, wanted: $75 to $150 month. If in- | not 
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| of children to be lighted, and if t 


Hine Wow | | children can get matches they will ex- § 


Are you reading the short “After Dinner Story” 
An instruetion and lesson ar® contained in every short story. 


asbestos fiber. logic of facts, is this: Protestantism 
DO NOT permit children to light or!;. too. foung and inexperienced to 
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‘relight Ail “Ther seicnaiy nee | ‘teach that wise old mother, the Cath- 


to their clothing instead. The tree /olic Church, how to bring up children. 
itself will burn when needles have be-|{t is like a woman who has just 
come dry. i stupidly overlain and smothered her 

DO NOT have matches within | ‘only child coming to lecture the 
mother of a dozen husky youngsters 


periment with them. They imitate on how to take,care of babies.” 
‘elders. A house of merriment is better | 


than a house of mourning. 3 | SERMONETTE. | 
(By Rev. Wm. Demouy, D. D. | 
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St. Louis University. 
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St. Paul humbly confesses 
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way. The creat Apostle 
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the Cross of Christ 
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ig made a condition of the supernatural, 
life. No text of Holy Writ 
members of Christ's Church the need of this vi 
tauuke (IX, lf any man will come after me 
up his cross daily, 1 follow me.” 
The ancient religions of the Hast 
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tity, as without it 
humility. 

At certain seasons of the Church year, 
ally called upon to practice some bodily or exterior mortification, especially 
fasting. In the Preface of the Lenten season Christians are told of the ad- 
vantages of these holy practices. By corporal fasts we repress our vices and 
lower desires. This is a great benefit It is also said that this 
mortification lifts up the mind, i. e., makes it more fit to consider the things 
of God and of the eternal life. Finally it helps us to cultivate virtue and 
merits reward in God’s Kingdom. 

As companions of Christ, Whose life from Bethlehem to Calvary was one 
continuous privation amid labor and poverty, one long act of mortification, we 
should consider it a holy privilege to suffer with Him and for Him, and thus 
have the consolation of following Him closely. 
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After Dinner Story ‘ompanion and led him to the church : 


(Continued from Page Three) Though it was mid-afternoon and | 
‘there was to be no service, the build. ' 


How do you Catholics | ing was by no means empty. Several, 
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niritual warfare. | 


persons were there and all in more or | 
“Come, and I will show you,” saying ‘less close proximity to a beautifuliours. We 


Ma ae “Brethren: Let a man so regard us | yiaines oe ewiasting Vater. 
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Picture postals of | 


of the mysteries of God.”—1 Cor,’ 4-1. 
| God, in all His’ dealings | 
has a deep consideration of our na-} 

‘ture. Being placed far above ts, and | 
‘of a nature differént from us, He finds. 
'a method of communicating with us in 

consonance with our own being: He 

ichooses His agents, and elevates them 

to a height, without distancing them 

pie ae iin nature from the rest of mankind, 
250 for | He has always chosen individuals 

‘or peopl@s as His Special representa. | 
messengers of His word, and 
dispensers of His blessings. He 
‘could have dealt directly with men; | 
(but He would rather usé man, him- 
self, as a mediator, in a certain re- 
ispect, and an ,instrument in His 
i hands. 

| His noblest calling to which He has 
summoned man, is that of co-operat- | 
ing with Him in the ‘salvation of) 
‘souls, He confers upon those whom | 
'He thus calls, and who answer His | 
‘summons, diligently, fervently, and | 
isincerely, a dignity far above that of | 
any other class of men. His power 
also is worked through” them Upon 
ithe rest of mankind willing to listen 
ito the truth. 
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“Crib of Bethlehem” which told | to the 
‘eye in the most vivid language every 
idetail of the Christmas story. <A 
| group of the little parish school girls, 
so prim and dainty in their new holi- | 

day dresses, were praying devoutly) 


‘and drinking in the beauty of the| Pp ee th ej 
=) : are if 7 8 
Divine ‘Child and His gentle Mother.|. PePle should view those working, 
in the name of the Lord in a light | 
Then there were three about | if? tf hat j Atle Aine Sah | 
“Jerry’s” perhaps the very ones diferent trom that in while y 100 


boys 
age, 
with which he had been engaged in. 
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the recent artillery duel on the*street (true, and th 


ithat they bear 

for a snowball, which d ' De | ne afl, , 
th ch had lodged be (their lives; above all this, looms 
tween the shoulder blades of one of! . , a2: 

in clear light, within the reach of the 
the three, was slowly melting andi... f 
trickli | ‘vision of every good person to behold, 
rickling down the back of his coat. = ; 
‘ (a spiritual character and power. He 
Vhey knelt, crowding up as near the! Who. chose them, makes them what 
crib as possible and clasping their | He would have them to be, and exer- 
irty hands on the very feet of good! ciges through them His will over His 
St, After a prayer, which ‘people, 
let us hope, was as fervent as if was' The number of the chosen of the | 
brief, there followed some animated! Lord is not sufficient for the need: 
whispering with sundry pointings at| The reason of this is not7to be at- 
the Infant, the Wise Kings (especial-| tributed to the Almighty, but to, the 
ly the black one), the donkey, the ox, | people themselves, When He finds the 
and the sheep. One look at these | ‘proper material, He sends His sum- 
earnest, boyish faces was sufficient a enh If faith is sufficiently alive in 
convince the Protestant that ‘the’! families, and morals up to the highest 
i ( ah us story was as real and fa-| standard—in other words, if they live | 
jmiliar to them as if they had taken) and breathe a spiritual atmosphere— | 
part in it themselves. After their the- | there will be found the qualities 
ological discussion had been finished. necessary for the attraction of the 
to the apparent satisfaction of all| Lord. 
concerned, and frequent citations of! Ceaseless should be the prayers of 
what “Sister said,” there was another|the faithful for the ministers at 
short prayer, a nondescript Sign of) present engaged in the work of the 
the Cross, a genuflection toward the | Lord, and for a greater number mid 
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To Catholica contemplating a home in Florida, 
San Antonio offers the following inducements: 
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hurchand resident pastor; a Council of Knights 
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public speaking absolutely F R E E to those who act promptly, to introduce 
our course in localities where it is not already known. 

We teach you by mail to become a powerful and convincing speake: 
influence and dominate the decisions of one man or an audience of a thous.) 
and. We have trained hundreds and helped them to increase their earnings 


and their popularity. Learn, in your spare time 


“stage fright” and conquer 


at. home, how to over 
fear of others; how to enlarge your vocabulary; | 


how to develop self-confidence and the qualities of leadership; how to RU 
others by the power of your speech alone; how to train your memory, 


WHAT THE COURSE. 
TEACHES YOU. | 

How to talk before your: 
’ elub br lodge; 

How to address ‘board 
meetings; 

How to propose and re- 
spond to toasts; 

How to make a politi- 
eal speech; 

How to tell entertain- 
ing stories; 

Howto make .after- 
dinner speeches; 

Hew to converse inter- 
estingly; 
Ow to write better 
letters; 
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How to train your 
memory; 

How. to enlarge your 
vocabulary 
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confidence; 
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How to strengthen your 
will power and am- 
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How to ie the master 
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g for legal tender to pay off a ask slyly: (“How niuch did yer rever-jiniquity into the Church Debt Fund. 

spizitual, | ence get out of ould Alden K?” Truth Here’s where I see my chance.” 
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Nor was Father 


held gut to him. t 
at spi 


e generous con-jon the lawn and street before St. 
no ae sacri- | Mary’s to view the oa Parade, | 


fray. 


ie ne 
> 


“Glad to see you, Mr. Rocks,” he | 


me at a very unpropitious moment. 


This new car has been an awful drain 


‘not paying your parish dues! How- 


ever, poor widow 


your church and your school! 
cording to the Seripture story, the 


Mr. hocks: I want your check for the | 


about your share—unless you can see 


“Ha, Father Casey, joking as usual! seek 
You know as well as I that, in the” 
resent condition of my business, five | 
undred is as impossible as five mil-. 


tions. 


the signature of the one who per- 
forms the marriage ceremony 
appended. We presume that you 
Murphy hasn't | 
bought a car and 80 you will leave it 
to her and others like her t f nd apes 

ae 4... | Many Catholic Supply 
widow used to drop in two mites while 
the rich phariseeés gave a fortune: 


Se = 
A TD IRE: SORE ALI 


ana nee neva! rao. icine. 2 a RE 


‘howadays the widows must fry to 


| 


furnish 
\pharisee drops in a mite—providing | 


the fortune, and the ric 


it doesn’t stick to his fingers!” 


Bureau of Information 


Til ee ee 
s possible, in tho order received; 


as far a 
of infocaaclon, he, this Bureau 
not appear for seve 


ns to BUREAU OF | 
FORMATION or to. 


written on same sheet with subscrip- 


In the event of a mixed mar- 
riage or of a Catholic marriage 
in church, does the priest who. 
officiates give the couple a mar- 
riage certificate ? ° 

The marriage certiticate which 


refer to the form of marriage 
certificate which is to be had at 
Houses, | 
As to whether this is given to the 
married couple or not depends 
upon the custom of the locality 
or upon the individual taste of 
the pastor in question. | 


Why do not Catholics read the 


people. 
tic utterances'appeared at a time’ 
was filled with dramatic! 
tenseness, it was deemed neces-| 
‘sary by the President that this! 
publication : 
was not because these Civil Au- 
thorities feared just criticism. | 


‘that 


‘of some 
precisely 


hen 
ne cyt egy oe impatient if the answer te | 


er we rec 


Always direct ques-;down that intense loyalty and| 
‘compact unity which has charac- 


DEPT Q. in separate terized at all times, the American 
time that Ananias lied to the priest envelopes. Questions should never be’ 


Beca 


was working harm in the minds| 
Americans. 
the same reason that) this s 
the Church prohibits the Bible. 
translated i 
‘tongue by one who is incapable | 


a9 where th 


Quite 


minute drill in Catechism, Bible: 


Alden K. Rocks bristled up for the’ Bible? Js it because they re- History, and 
Straggle. The priest had been speak-\ ceive their teaching from th t| ee: 4 3 
ing to him in an undertone, but he. 49 e: > vein — 
: ; preest: A very earnest Bible } at ome 
ranted an audience, and accordingly g hae od ticipated in t 
Irdised his voice in order to attract Sfudent told me that he heard a Life of our 


the bystanders: 


ye 


“Money; Money!” he declaimed, 
“the priests are everlastingly asking 


‘for money!” 


‘well be; but surely not thankin’ 


“Askin’, ses you! Askin’ it may 
for 
what they get in a parish med up of 
the likes of you!” muttered Peter Cas- 
sidy, edging onto the scene. 

“Ould Alden K. remembers that our 
Blessed Lord was born in a stable: 


He'd be in a stable still for al! that 


‘that same Alden K. would do to build 


a decent church ghd tabernacle for 
Him,” commented Barney O’Boyle. 
“Yes, and that Our Blessed Lord 
was burred in a sepulchre that be- 
longed to some one else. Ould Alden 
K. would let Him have the same ex- 


'perience again when the mortgage tuk 


i 


once devout Catholic girl say sh 
had not known God, until she 
read her Bible and studied it. 

We have seen this same yarn 
in print several times during the 


past few months. It is rather 
strange that a “once devout 
Catholic girl’ should be men. 


tioned and not some definite per- 
son. These made-to-order stories 
‘are more easily detected than 
made-to-order clothes. 

As to the oft repeated and oft 
answered accusation that Cath. 
olics are not allowed to read the 
Bible, let it suffice to say that it 
is the wish of the Church that a 


= ta supplemented Donald Catholic Bible be in every Cath- 
| “The priest doesn’t enjoy asking for olic home. Furthermore, it 1s 
‘myoney any more than you enjoy giv- the wish of the Church that 
\ing it,” said Father Casey, “but since this self-same Bible should’ he 
Our Lord had come to dwell among not merely an ornament or a 


‘us we 
idecent home. 


at least furnish Him a 
David swore that he 
never build himself a house’ 


must 


would 


i while the Ark of the Lord was with- 
‘out a temple.” 


storage place for valuable papers 
‘and recipes, but that it should be 


a book read by all the members 
of the family. This accusation 


“It’s precious little that would has arisen, no doubt, from sors 
worry Mr. s i is terry cotty ’ ‘ 
; worry Mr. Rocks in his terry cotty certain passages in the Edicts 
\palace on DeLacy Bullywad,” said the e 4] C a whewel sy 

“That church sheuld never have authorized and corrupte \ er 
‘been built on that filled-in ground.|sions of the Sacred. Seriptur 
[As is usual with the slackers, Rocks were forbidden the peo} en S| 
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greater than the supply. Elec 
“panies; Manwfacturers, Electrical Contractors, in fact they are needed in every line of business. 
Government needs thousands of Electricians in the various branches of the Army and Navy. 
- expect to enlist or are going to be drafted, go in as & skilled Electrician. 
pared course that will fit you in a few months. 


4 Wil. TEACH YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME 


common school education and plenty of ambition 
can make you a SKILLED ELECTRICIAN by my PRACTICAL HOME COURSE. This is the only 

-where you can get Practical Electrical Instruction in 
nga and will personally 
struction and Electrical Outfit. 1 GUARANTEE full satisfaction or 
school ever 
We oe who wee poe eg big: salaries. | 


* Feu, 


ELECTRICAL EXPERTS | ‘are needed everywhere. 
tricians are badly needed by Electric Light and Power Com- 


| ne previous experience. If you have a 


train you in*four own home. 


did this. _Hundreds of Sunday Visitor readers ‘have taken 


CAL 


FREE. This outfit is valued at about $20.00. 
sani dhhchdals Go nha tor 6 Coatihied Electrician. 


rite me today for my: 


your home. I am a thoroughly practical 
I use no text books—only my own charts, in- 


The demand is 


The 
If you 
I will give you a special pre- 


7 


your money returned. No other 
courses with me during the last 


OUTFIT 


who enrolls with me during January, 1915, will wie a wonderful ELECTRICAL 
It contains a Motor, Electro-Magc- 
Wire Guage, Armature, and many other Electrical devices. All this Electrical 


This\is a limited offer and you 


endestal New Year's offer. I will send you my NEW BOOK “FREE.” 


. COOKE, CHIEF ENGINEER, CHICAGO ENGINEERING WORKS 
pomithead 441 Cass Street, Celenge, | Iinois. 


‘was a confirmed kicker and tried 
\defend his niggardliness on the 


to 
plea 
that the church funds were, might. 
could, or would be badly administered. ] 
I warned you all in the meeting. You 
would have your own way in building 
the church. I now leave you to the 
same wise discretion in paying for it.” 

“The church could have been built 
on an ant hill, if the balance of the 
‘congregation was as tight-fisted as 
| you,” said Barney again. 

“Mr. Rocks,” said Father Casey, 
“when men band together in any so- 
\ciety, do they begin with the convic 
‘tion that the members will always be 
bag one mind with regard to the af- 
fairs of that society?” 
| “Not if they have any 
grunted the man addressed. 
| “When there is a difference of 
‘opinion, they submit the question to 4 
‘vote, and every member loyally abides 
iby the decision, does he not?” 
| “Yes, of course.—That is,” he hur- 


sense,” 


ried to add, scenting the trap, “unless Authorized versions, i.e., a trans 
—unless—-” lati othe thle bw ao ae 
“Unless he’s a bally piker,” inter ation of the bibie by a com 
jected Barney. petent authority, exercising pro 
“Now look here, Mr. Rocks,” said per care in the translation, has 
Father Casey, “you are a member of always been strongly recom 
the society known as St. Mary’s Con- mended to the people. Wh 


gregation. in a free, open meeting 
four-fifths decided upon the present 
site for the new church. But because 
you do not happen to agree, you try 
‘to make this an excuse for shirking 
‘your obligations as a member of the 
‘organization. What sort of business 
do you call that?” 

| We call that piking,” supplemented 
Barney; “aither play the game, or get 
out.” 

“Can't you see,” urged the priest 
i“the incongruity of sitting up in the 
front pew Sunday after Sunday en- 
joying all the benefits of a church 
built by your poorer neighbors and 
for which they had to pay your share 
ae well as their own?” 
| “Pastor and flock are pleased enough 
te see me there,” said Alden K. Rocks 
with a sneer. “I always remember 
the collection plate.”. 

“Yes, to the extent of five cents!” 
|volunteered Peter Cassidy, who, hay- 
ing taken up the collection in St. 
| Mary's time out of mind, was an au- 

thority on such matters. 
| “O Lord, 1 thank Thee,” prayed 
Father Casey with mock solemnity, 
fm y graces and multitudinous 


Thou hast kept me in life, Thou hast 


. During the week just passed 
protected me from dangers to body 


their mother tongue. By placing 
this restriction upon them, i! 
not and never the 
tention of the Church to keep the 
people in ignorance 
the Divine Revelations contained 
in the To trans 
late the Sacred Scriptures from 
the original Hebrew or 
language into a modern tongue 
requires more than ordinary 
learning. It requires further 
more, much patience, fidelity to 
‘truth, and a earefulness for 
slightest details. 
many these 
wanting in the translators of the 
Sacred Scriptures that their 
translations into the mother 
tongue of the people, were for 
bidden to the people 


has been in) 


regarding 
sacre “ Book. 


(;reelk 


It was because 


of requisites. were 


Lnem ~4 i\ sau 


should the Church prohibit the 
reading of the Bible, when a fair 
perusal of the entire Bible but 
blazons forth her glorious Pri 
macy over all denominations, and 
establishes bevond 
fact of her Divine 
If your questioner has been fol- 
lowing the dissertation 
has been running in Owr Sw 


doubt the 
Institution. 


A hi r 


day Visitor, entitled, “The Cath 
olic Religion More Biblical Than 
the Protestant,” he would easils 


be able to persuade himself that 
the Church need have no fear 
placing the Bible in the hands o! 
her people. 

Getting back to the idea of 
prohibiting the use of the unau- 
thorized versions, but brings to 


ith 


mind a recent act of our own na 
tion. The paper called the /ef- 
fersonian was prohibited the 
use of the mails because it con- 
tained seditious utterances. It 


was undermining, at least in the 
minds of some of its readers, the 
authority of the President of the 


; (Coatinued on Page Four) 
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many 


He spoke, 


that would | 


genuity of your 
And this 


student.” 


be 


no Cala eis | 
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use these unpatrio- 


suspended. It. 
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it 


is 


nto the 


e meaning of the!! 


more difficult passages of Sacred}! 
Scripture are not made clear by | 
explanatory footnotes. 
recently 
pleasure of listening to a twenty- | 


we had the | 


f SLEM LEM OF OF UNCLE SAM pet . 
OF | the press). ne hoes : 
 bimit 
them both. 
mother | MUSIC CO. GLYNN 
| BLDG, BRUNE WICS. hl 


the Sacred .Scrip- 
ty-four pupils’ par- 
his recitation. 


Divine Savior. the | 


beautiful parables which | 
the happenings of in-! 
terest in the Old Testament, were | 
discussed with a thoroughness! 


tested the in-| 
earnest Bible) 
by school 


wave 


+s 


children in our parochial school! 


Upon the desk, 
Was a ne 


all, 
tion of Dou 
the place of 

Does 
the Bil 
Catholics? De 
the doc 
Religion, wh 


imagine the 


room. 


that 


very 


from the lips of the priest, 


found in ft 


a ther with ft 


which show that.they are truely | | 
ealed by God? Kindly re 
member that the Bible, in its 


’ 
ay’s 
Sacred Seriptures, 


in easy access to} 
at cloth-bound edi- | 
version of the 
It occupied 
honor in the school 
this make it appear 
is not read by! 
» you not know that: 
trines of our Holy 
ich so many people 
people learn only 
are 
to- 


le 


he Catechism, 
he Scriptural proofe 


yresent form is possible because 
I 


of the care ¢ 
the Catholic 


»xercived over if by 
Church. The facet 


that Catholics realize that Christ 
stablished His Church to teach 
them the doctrines necessi ry ror 
iilvation and therefore do not 
believe that the Bible is the sole 
Rule of Faith, does not prove 
that they do not read the Sacred 
at (o7 

(‘ould «a Catholic. i #@leeted 
Pre “dent of fine L/y re / N teat 
lake the oath of office? 

Hie could, as freely as any one, 
and his Catholic conscience 
would dictate that he keep his 
oath. 

Ha phere 4 y been a Presi 
dent of the Unit Statea, wha 
yur a Catholic ? 

No 

Penitent The grace of th 
sacrament and the gift of thy 
Holy Ghost were received 

i You should know it is 
not allowed stop that fmend- 
hip 

bruty Ee i nat Will 
not preve ir entering 
Giiyve I 

i Ay \/ Yi ti Htentio 
makes the practice ver’ inful 

Pittsfield lnquare j NO leer] 
mortally sinful if done without 
sufficient knowledge or full co 
sent of the will. Repair the in 
jury by telling the person | 
whom Vou spoke tna! Ou SpoKe 
without being certain of any 
wrong-doing,. 

). S. V.—No need to mention 
iT Ti thought was not sintul 
\ ) a [mearsiti vs header 

Yes, the friendship inful 

K. Bod it no. a Bin. rou 
snould carry out the wisheof yo 
superiors 

Constant Reader—Ash 
Pastor We cannot settle per 
plexing cases when we Law 


nothing abo 
Ka 7 Bs ‘ 


the young man’s attitude. Your 
confessor should be your adviser 
in this instance 

R. M.—No need to wor or 
the act was not sinful. Ask your 
confessor about your vocation. 

ideline R.—It was not sinful 
in either case. Be careful in: 


your speech. 
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YMiusic by BARNIFE G. YOUNG 
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of brass, and onyx stones, and stones like ala- 
baster, and of divers colors, and all manner of pre- 
cious stones and marble of Paros in great abundance. 
[ give of my own goods, gold and silver for the 
temple of my God. Now if any man is willing to 
offer, let him fill his hand today, and what he 
pleaseth to the Lord. Then the heads of families, and 
the princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of 
thousands, and of hundreds, and the overseers of the 
King’s possessions promised. And all they that 
had precious stones, pave them to the treasures of the 
house of the Lord. And the people rejoiced, when 
they promised their offerings willingly, because they 
offered them to the Lord with all heart.” 


offer 


tneir 


If you will go over the lists of “favors received” 
which appear in-some Catholic magazines, you will 
discover how readily God helps those who offer some- 
thine to religion in ease He grant them some desired 
favor. This is evidence that vou would receive more 
from the Almighty, if you did not withhold vour con- 
tribution. to His work.on earth until after you have 
attended to everything else: “Seek ye first the King- 
dom of God and all other things will be added 
unto you.” 


In nearly every Protestant church in the land, 
people have an envelope collection every Sunday, and 
the envelope has two pockets, for a two-fold eontribu- 
tion, Oncea yon every wage-earner in the congrega- 
tion is called on by a committee of men to sign a pledge 
to give a certain amount in both pockets of the en- 
velope every Sunday—and they do not pass by the 
young boy and girl who is just starting to work. They 
accept little from those who can give only a little, but 
they see to it that every church member who earns 
any money is approached, 

Catholic laymen do not show the same -willing- 
ness to assist their pastor as do non-Catholic. People 
who should be Catholics are often fellow-workmen or 
your neighbors, but you do not think of reporting this 
to your priest. When money is needed to pay off a 
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7 REFLECTIONS ON CHURCH SUPPORT. 
Everything has advanced in price except religion ; 
Ee the salary of every person except that ah your pastor 
4 has been raised during the past two years; there is no 
a war tax on your seat in church, as oa is on your 
. seat in the theatre: 
. When your pastor asks you to contribute a dime 
4 instead of a nickel in the Sunday collection, it prob- 
s ably does not occur to you as it does to him, how much 
*  thechurch treasury would be swelled in a year’s time, 
| if several hundred acted on his request fifty-two times 
a a year. 
3 Do not wait until the end of the year before pay- 
* mg your church dues. What you give to the support 
: of religion is given to God, in whose Name and to 
* honor Whom the parish church exists. Since all,the 
4 blessings you enjoy are received from God, His in- 
© terests should have your very first consideration 
s every year. 
. People who criticize their pastor for spending 
4 money to beautify the house of God deserve t the rebuke 
— _-~which Christ administered unto Judas. 
e It is true that Christ Himself chose to be born in a 
| stable, but heartless and ¢ruel are those who are will- 
| _ ing to offer Him a stable, or who are satisfied that His 
* home in their community should be no better than a 
stable. When Christ chose to be born in poverty, He 
F was teaching people a lesson to take home to them- 
3 Selves, and not to practice witn reference to Him. 
Fe Like David, every person imbued with faith will 
3 whole-heartedly aver iL have loved, O Lord, the beauty 
| of Thy house, and the place where Thy glory qwelleth” 
(Ps, LX XII, 25). 
When David decided to build 1 the Temple of Jeru- 
salem, the enthusiasm among the peo] le ran high, and 
is expressed by the inspired writer (1Paral. XXVIII, 
28) as follows: 
“And King David said to all the assembly: Solo- 
: mon, my son, is as yet young and tender; and the work 
P is great, for a house is proposed not for man, but for 
‘ God. And I with all my ability have prepared the ex- 
a penses for the house of my God; gold for vessels of 
ie gold, and silver for vessels of silver, brass for things 
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debt, or for some .e improvement, why do} ou ‘depend 6 on 
the priest to canvass the whole parish himself, or hope 
to get response from parishioners by calling their at- 
tention.to the need; Sunday after Sundéy? The fre- | 
quent money-talks from the pulpit are almost wholly | 

| 


due to the tardiness of Catholies to respond; the priest 
does not enjoy making such announcements, and only 
you can render the same unnecessary. 
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By Rev. Joseph Husslein, Associate Editor of AMERICA 
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YEARS. 


THE TALE OF THE 


Centuries come and go; the portals of the years swing to and fro; but 
ever the same tale repeats itself. Civilizations flourish and decline, na- 
tions are born and pass away, yet the story of the human heart remains | 
the same. Wise were the words of Solomon, when thousands of years ago . | 
he exclaimed, in the midst of a splendor such ag the World had never seen 
before, that there is nothing new beneath the sun. 

The stage of the world may change in its setting. The language of 
the drama of human life may find expression in many and varied tongues. 
The actors may differ in garb and gesture, but the plot itself is ever the | 
same. 

The old, old passions are still aglow in the hearts of men, The devo- 
tion of Abel and the crime of Cain are enacted anew with every day. The 
selfsame deeds of virtue or of vice may be read alike in the latest sheet 
that is fresh from the press, with the printer’s ink still moist upon it, or 
in the ancient parchment scroll that comes to us from the cloister desk of 
some long forgotten scribe whose soul is in bliss in Paradise. 

The plain. The same human nature remains unchanged, 
and the same mighty fact of original sin is indelibly reeorded, not merely 
in the Book of Holy Writ, but in every page of the great world’s history. 
It may be seen imprinted on the baked bricks of royal Babylonian archives ; 
or inscribed in hieroglyphics on papyrus rolls found in dark Egyptian | 
The very volumes written to deny it are in themselves the most | 
conclusive proof, 

“All history may be summed up in two words: selfishness and self- 
indulgence, except where religion has lifted man into a higher sphere of | 
nobler motives and a purer life. 
the new years bring. There is but one prescription | 


ee nee 


reason is 


tombs. 


Nothing new will 


for personal happiness, and but one solution for all the problems that 

nerplex the world, and that ts conformity of the heart .of man with the 

l! of God. So it tvas in the past, so it is now, and so it ever will be until 
nigel trumpet sounds. 


Nothing has not ex- 


give to wus, 


will the new years bring that the world 
nerionce Yet there is one new thing that God may 
and. fer this we should constantly pray. 
A new heart, O Lord, create In me— 
ed to Thy most Picks ly Will! 
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Yor ATION. TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE. 


new 


| before. 


a heart filled with love of Thee 
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ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO 
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Spiritual writers generally 

he religious life as a free gift. 
and fidelity 


eak of such a great 


It is not something 
SeTVICE. 


that comes as the reward. 

God cails whom. He will, Hence we | 

grace as a a vocation. There must | 

self-intrusion into the sanctuary or convent. God must call. 
He will make this desire clearly enough known to the one so called. 

But how can I tell whether I have a call to God’s special] service either in 

he priesthood or in the convent? Let me quote a brief passage from a work 


in God’s 
“calling,” 


no into the 


on Pastoral.Theology by a learned Benedictine. The passage has won the’ 
approval of eminent masters of the spiritual life. “When divine Providence 
destines any one to a certain state of lifa, it bestows upon him a natural in- | 


clination thereto, and gives him tae: 
f what that state of life implics. 
n conclude that G 
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ispositions necessary for the fulfillment 
if inclination and dispogitions are absent, 
od does not call; if they exist, we may ‘infer that He 
propor strength of such inclination 
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cure ly in tion to the 


and dispositions. 

There is no mention of a special, direct influence brought to bear: upon 
soul. A positive prompting of the Holy Spirit is not needed. If the “dis- 
” be | there is sufficient ground on which 
to base reasonabie hope The author of the, book illustrates 
towards the priestly state, or thinks 


the 


‘eas ye ere ; st 
position resent, and the “inciination 


tion.” 
different 
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htiv of its excellence . . who experiences a certain disinclination or dis- 
like, or perha ips disquiet and aversion, for celibacy, prayer, the divine office, 
a life of re colle ‘tion: who is inclined to the pleasures of the world and 
feels more safisfaction in serving the world than God; and such a one carries 


‘? 
ation. 


On th ; 


of a priest. 


not the marks of a divine voc other hand, one who holds in high ' 
the state who feels himself drawn to them, who 
nleasure and satisfaction in the service of God. in a life of chas- 


it is impossibie to 


steem and duties 
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neces 
tity, in pl in retirement, in sacred studies, etc.—in him 
mistake the call of God. 

Besides the se qualifications it is, 
bodily and mental! 
of 
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of course, necessary that there be also 
fitness for the priesthood and the religious life and the full 
stent spiritual « For bodily health is quite neces- 
of the peculiar duties which the priest as well as the members 
must fulfill. They must be able to follow what is called the 
nmon life of the community and this does not always make provision for: 
bodily infirmities. As to mental attainments, these need not. be unusual, but 
the and members of teaching orders must certainly. have a good | 
preliminary training in order to take up satisfactorily the duties of their state | 


approva! a compe lirector, 
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hoth priest 


of life, 


Hes thin} ks of consecrating her life to God in a religious sisterhood. 
lov 
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'with the other 
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' present. 


These criteria apply, with the necessary changes, for a young woman | 
If she, 

if her thoughts are 
if her recreation consists largely in attend- 
and theatres, it were foolhardy for such a persen to think that | 
“intention” for a life of consecrated service to 
of convent life, On the other hand, if these vanities 
do not appeal to her, if she finds no special attraction in associating 
sex, if she loves prayer, retirement and the things of God, we 
confidentiy say that there are present the “disposition” 
the vocation to the higher life, which only need careful cultivation. 

As it would be a serious error to seek entrance into the religious life 
without having these signs of a “call” it would be equally dangerous to the 
soul to refuse to hearken to the still small voice where these. “dispositions” be | 
God has His own designs over each one of us, and we can most | 
ly serve Him in the station where He wants us. 

Parents are guilty of great wrong in refusing to let their children follow | 
“call” when a prudent confessor or director or friend thinks that the son 
r daughter has a vocation for the priesthood or the.sisterhood. They may 
e salvation of those most dear to them. On the other hand, un- 
parent who urges or “forces” dayghter to take up that. 
life of self-abnegation when he or she rebel. Unhappy the youth 
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eayety and “having a good time, 
at dances 
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the retirement 


she has dispositions” or 
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may 
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happy the a son or 
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who, with passion unsubdued, ascends the altar of God, to promise perpetual 
allewiance to Him. The Church prays every day: “Thy will be done.” Let us 

| join in this prayer, asking God to give the grace of vocation to many chosen , 

‘youths and maidens. But let parents be cgntent if the call does not come to | 
those Pen lov God’s will be done. He will grant abundant grace to your — 
dear ones to lead a holy life even in the midst of the world, and one day toif 


rise up and call you blessed, 
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Readers Speak Elder Geo. taney Pa “, 
| To Readers Ohio. 


Mowrystown, 
cae Dear Sir: 
PRESBYTERIAN ELDER EX- 
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| PLAINS HIMSELF. ment, I read in Our Sunday Visitor, } @ Te ~The 
) ‘“ 2 ‘under the caption, “One Eider Writes ini mL aig «! ARTICL RS: of 
Muncy, Pa., Dec. 18, 1917. {to Another,” the letter, which I had Seots; The hiadeaen tn Art; Ha 


| Dear Father Noll 
| Inasmuch as you saw fit to publish! 
imy letter of Sept. 26, 1917, to Elder 
Geo. H. Diehl, of Mowrystown, Ohio, | 
it would be but justice to the ‘writer. 
that you publish the enclosed “Open 
Letter” te Mr. Diehl, as there are some 
of the writer's friends, who will know 
that the Presbyterian Elder from 
| Muncy is myself; and as | was just, 


addressed to you under date of Sept. 
26, 1917. 

I had .anticipated a pleasant cor- 
respondence with you, in which we 


other things Catholic, but for some 


to the Our Sunday Visiter for publica- 
tion, without even answering same. 


speak of a vocation to the. priesthood and to}. 


set on pleasure and | 


and the seeds soll 


With some feelings of embarrass-j| 


might discuss Catholic literature and |, 


unknown reason you sent my letter‘ 


I will admit that gaid letter looks | 


OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, Huntington, Indiana 
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atl the Catholic ‘liveraldine that deen 
my way. At present eribe for) ~ 
Our Sunday Visitor, Catholic Light. 
and Benziger’s Magazine, and also 
read The Lamp and ‘Fruth, which are 
loaned me occasionally by a friend. 

Within the past two years I have 
read Catholic Belief, Faith of Our © 
Fathers, End of Religious Contro- 
versy, The True Religién, by Russo, | 
The Fairest Argument, Father Smith | 
Instructs Jackson, Plain Talks About: 
Protestantism of Today, Catholicism | 
versus Protestantism, and some more. 

Believe you will admit that one. 
who has waded through these, and | 
who has read some portions over and, 
over again, does not feel very much | 
resentment for the Church, 

The questions, which were asked in. 
my letter, while looking very much) 
bigoted, are nevertheless the questions | 
that one Protestant might ask of an- | 
‘other and wére not inspired by aad 
feelings of hatred whatever. 

The writer thinks so highly of the | 
Catholic Church that his ewn son will 
‘enter one of her institutions within a. 
year or two, God ijling, to receive | 
his training for his life’s work. 

The Editor of Our Sunday Visitor 
eannot be censured for the inference. | | 
which he drew from my letter, for, 
‘that is the natural conclusion anyone | 
might arrive at, who was not familiar | 
‘with the intentions of the writer. I 
have learned from experience to ga 
slow in religious things, lest one “Cast 
pearls before swine,” but I believe 
you to be a man after my own heart 
and that you were acting in good faith 
in soting the letter to Our = 
Vis 

I had already destroyed of 
‘the letter, but believe that ‘ siate- 
| ment that Catholics comprised three 
.and ps Swan score adage of our popula. | 
tion have read, thirteen-one 

vaakitens 

The writer hopes that we now un- | 
derstand each other and would be glad 
ito hear from you in the near future. + 


Yours ba a 


WANTED-MEN AND WOMEN FOR 
GOVERNMENT WAR JOBS. 
Hundreds men-women clerks, 18 or 
over, wanted; $65 to $150 month. If in- 
terested write immediately to Franklin 
Institute, Dept. K 192, Rochester, N. 
Y., for free list of positions. now open. | 
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‘drawing out Mr. Diehl to see how’very much as if written ’ 

;much he was impressed by the teach-;| but to show that I have no 

ing of the Catholic Church, it places prejudice concerning ie 

me in a very bigoted position. Church, let me “that, I have the} 
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